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mands Majora rny friend, had duly
investigated their complalnta and con
sldered their demar.ds and had found i

'hat there waa virtue In neither, but
that both were Inspired by labor
agitators who aaw a ' nance M sdvan"-thei-

own aelfiah Imeresta by bringing
about a difficulty be'ween the r'aad and
Its employes The demands had been
refused and the men had gone out on
atrlke

Major had come u;. fr.rn the ranka
himself and had esnerj syrnpsthy for
HM men until be bad 'onvlnced him
s!f that th y were In the wrong Once
convinced on this point he nad bowed
his ne k and refuwd to treat witb
then, further unleaa they returned to
work unconditionally The men knew
his determined character and they
realists! tha' he meant just what he
had said I believe they would have
dlscontlt. i'd the atrlke. so popular
wax Major! wl'h the men and so well
was his honesty known. If It had not
been for 'he activity of a walking dele- - '

gate of 'he trainmen s union
Ano'her obstacle to a settlement of;

tin trouble waa the president of tbe
road II" waa a woal'hy mine owner, '

and oil' of the best pacing properties
was situated at the kwtoMM of the

his cu in (be insolen- - manner h
dlaplayed during the Interview

Majors heard tbe Impassioned ad
dresa of the delegate wrr.oit inter
ruptlng blm and. when be bad finlahed
turned to the others, whom be called
by name, and whom he addreaaed aa
follows

"Boya. I have looked Into your case
aa carefully aa If It were my own You
are In the wrong, there la no virtue Is
your contentions and I canno' consider
them further Vou have been recelv
Ing better wages and better and fairer
'leatment than the employes of any
other road In this slate Yo, haven't
a legitimate cauae of complaint sod
you are wasting your own time and
mine aa wejl to seek a further confer
ence with me until you aome to your
nenaes and are willing to return to
work on the old tern - Any of you
who wlah to return to the service may
do so without prejudice. You are

deluded by a selCsb agitator who
la profiting by the misfortunes which
his counsel has hrough' upon you If
you prefer to follow hlu. ra'her than
me. I have nothing farther to say to
you. I am going Uj run the f tt O
In spite of you or snyhlng that you
do if you roaort to violence I will

He told me about tbls one afternoon
when I vial'ed blm at bis once One
of tbe office boys bung about as w

alked in a way that I did no like,
and I cautioned Majora leat be be over
heard and Hallidsy warned, but be
scoffed at my fears and said he trusted
tbe boy. Nevertheless. I didn't like
'.he gleam that came Into tbe boy
eyea when be beard what Majors bad
to aay about Halllday Things kjokd
threatening for tbe delegate I knew
that he waa a dangerous character
and I feared that he might try to e
cape the ne' tha' Majora waa
weaving about blm by ti7lng to alienee
Majora In tbe only way that waa pos
si hie

Tha' night Majors bad promised to
call on nv at my hotel to sample a
bottle of ll'iuor that a
friend In the revenue eervlce bad set.'
me from Kentucky I bad Invited
Mtsjers more to ge blm away from his
work than with any ld-- a that be would
care especially for tbe liquor aa I

kn'-- that b wa temperate In all his
as'es and habits I knew that he

i.'eded 'he reat, that he waa overtax
trig himself with the war be waa wag
ing with the atrlkers. and I bad not

ked th haunted, worried expression

him farther 'ban the nearest corner to
my owe lodgings When we came to
shake bands be held on to mine like a
drowning mac. to a plank and seemed
half Inclined to confide something to
me. He opened bla mou'b several
timet as If be were going 'o apeak,
bet each time be seemed to think bet
ter of It and merely wlabed me a
hearty "good night"

As we stood 'alklng. I noticed Hslll
day panning down the opposite aide of
the street and be scowled across at on
malignantly I naked Majora if be
were armed, and hinted to him tbe sun--

piclonn that I bad formed concerning
Halllday. for I was certain that tbe
agitator knew that If Majora waa out
of toe way the atrlkers would carry
their point and he and his confederates
who bad wrecked the train would
probably escape punlabment

Majors laughed my fears away and
sale be had never earned a weapon In
hla life and that be had never seen the
'Iran when he needed one As I walked
back to my hotel. I saw Halllday skulk
Ing along In tbe sbadowa on tbe far
side of the street 1 didn't like the
look:: or It and decided to follow blm
and If he intended harm to my friend
to prevent blm from M compllablng I'

He dodged Into a aide atreet a abort
Hla. r.ra. f,-thj- i.r r.l i.r.arj.tt tn

his character to believe that be would
conquer eveo iJeatb until hla Iron will
bad accomplished bit purpose

I blm Into a closer embrace
against my throbbing heart

"Lejti t try to find my slayer.' be
resumed after a time "It's no use
The strikers didn't do it They are
IHMMbI Tbe key on my watch
chain" A pause while be panted for
brea'h and then be continued broken
ly, ' drawer desk explslna sll
Good bye "

I searched hla desk for the secret
drawer, aupposing It was 'be big roll
er top one at his office to which bla
laborious duties held blm no constant
a slave Hut It contained no secret
drawer, so I turned my sttention to bla
room I' wsa my first vltlt to bla
apartma-n'- s and I was amazed at the
bareness of them Tbe back room was
fitted up sa a aieeping apartment It
wsa not carpeted and It coo'alned
only a bed dreeaer and wasbstand St
tbe cheapest kind Kverrtblng about
It suggealed direst poverty It wss
as barren ss a priest's cell

I could no' account for 'bit, ss I
knew that Majors made ac excellent
salary tad hln sppesrsnce bad alwayn
beer, prosperous Sorely troubled by
tbls discovery. 1 turned my sttention
to tbe front room It was almost as
bleak as hla sleeping quartern, except
for an chalt. several cases of
booka. and s richly carved mahogany
desk wblch would have set a col-

lector's heart beating at a dangerous
rate I saw at s glance that this waa
the desk that Majors had referred to
One of hln keys opened It and I looked
about for the secret drawer It didn't
take long to locate It but I experienced
tome difficulty In opening It Within.
I found a tin bond box which the tiny
key from bia gxsssfj chain unlocked
It contained two packeta. one ad
dreaaed to me

Opening the Utter packe' I found s
letter with my name upon It and I net
about reading It St once

rneod I an wltnm taw shadow
of deatl. aa I write A danger l lias
hrvered over my unfortunate hand sicca
the hour of my hint. Is cpjalog in uaos
m There is no aacaplng It If It wars
my saerer alone. 1 would conftoa In you,
bnt it ia no' mine nod f must let it die
with ma I am writing tbls no that fi

will not attach to the sinner
should I - found dead, for they nlf
have nothing to do with my assassina-
tion 1 do BM know wl.art or how It will
come, bo I do know that the and is net
far off a red I thank i'A tut It f have
no relatives and rem ulll ,,nv- to ' lalm
my body oi tha MttJ property that I
Inert 1 want you to take rny dank,
books nod "nay chair, tha only p erasure
that I have had In life, for it is right
thst !hy ahould go to yes who have
bean my onlr friend

Since my ea.-h- et r'Oll--tio- I have
nursed mr aa ret sorrow and endeavored
to wait v. Ho patience for the bow that
shall fall upon me when rt Is least

You earn Into rr-- Ufa at owe of
Its dark-- ' period and you have cense
Into It again at s time when I ri lifl s
friend more than ever, In my cntlaga-day-

and yet 1 could no' tnn nor enn f
now confide to you Dsa trouble that Is
gnawing at my attain and keeping my
soul tortured aa no poor spirit was ever
punished In the mystic bail of tha blind-se- t

US3f.
Do no search for my slayer It aBl

profit yea nothing Your anarch will b
In MM. My only apyrehssislrm Is that
some of the strikers may aa suspsslnd of
my murder I hav on more favor ta
ask of you I abjure you. by tha friend-
ship for me and your hop of bapptueas
beyond the grave to born every veetlge
of paper within tha dash where yes wtU
and this latter. sspertaJly being careful
to destroy tha packet tn tha eneret draw-
er. If yen cars to examine these papar
you ara at liberty to So so wot I would
prefer, for your own sake that yea aesM
tbls

Oood-b- T my friend
One of the pictures was of a bright

eyed, laughing cherub of five or ate
years Tbe other, was tbe girt, bios
sotned into tbe radiant beauty of a
perfect womanhood I have never
aeaa a prettier face nor a mors kindly
sad loving one. I know that any friend
had loved her and thst there waa noth-
ing strange about this, but wleather
be was t lexer, another or sweetheart

only the cold heart of my friend
knew and bis secret waa sets forever

(Cesrrtght. , ay W a. WMMMM)
.'.otrr right arsat xsritsla. i

CtwsMMMMJ ChHIbeig.
It Is s carious sign of tbe Huts that

children nowadays show a remarkable
interest ta toe ay, Tbey want v knew
the cost of objects tbey leers to play
with coins, and tsotssy mini to be
tbe r resent tbey prefer. i
Vienna

T 18 human nature for
very men to tl.lnk that

bin trouble are greater
than those of any other
on. bu no OH ever

known lb sorrows gnaw
Iuk a' another person's

r '1 iiori MS In a meti-
er ' da I shall neve- - for

get while I was working M a elm;.!"
proposition t ri t! t grew out of a railway

'apt Hlefcaoo, a fxnraser ofMal of
the TnHed Him MMM aervtoa, now
rctlr'-d- wait In I iiiuli,g frame of
mind, whin I Called ii I. tn the oilier
evening and h gave Vgprt MloS to the
foregoing words Komet h i : Mint hap- -

MNf during tha ''. had bnMgM to
bin mind MM of tin- - vlvli) MMriMMM
of his layh nf net 1 e hitvI'i and I had
Do brOOMt In getting Mm " relate the
ctti MMtMM M ' pu them down In
bin MM words

Tkt P. 0 wai a little railroad
that r;in between two Hmall towns In a

certain western state and I happened
to become mixed up with thin labor
dlfll'ult) because Of the fart that the
road carried the malls My depart

MM a brought beta play to prevent
any Interference with the government
mall service hy the strikers

The country at large wan not MNl
aff' ind b the tying up of thin Ihslg
nlflrant part of the ((real network of
railroads Vet (In government, with
the thorough liens It displays In every
thing connected with It look the liveli-
est lnt rest In the caw I ttu as

igned to It with Instructions t" Ml
that the mall train made Ita regular
dally 'rip without being molested

I Was much surprised Ut find an old
ullegc mate of mine officiating an gen

eral MMsaget of the roa I I rcmem-hore-

htm at a studious gawky, red
headed youngster, who waa taking a

MMM In civil engineering. I had

Mm work with hliu In the surveying
class, whleh wan a part of the MMM
of mining engineering to which waa
devollni; rny attention Me waa too

i If eenteri'd and loo studious to be
populni with the boy a of hi clans and
because I appreciated his loneliness
and allowed him some allKht courtesies,
he formed a deep attachment for Ml
We promised to wild- when we left
rolleKe, but as those promises Ken
if a My go. neither of uv thought of It

or. If v.e did ever MltMl Un It. We
quite lost trark of e;n h other until I

walked Into his office one afternoon
to confer with him aho.it the attlke

Me was not quite as n headed and
gawky an In his college days, hut he
had changed so Mule that 1 readily
recognized him Me knew me Instant
ly and greeted me with a warmth and
a genuine pleasure that was most
agrecublo He was ano"d under with
work, but h' brushed aside the mass
of papers that littered his desk and
made me sit down and tell blm MMM

tblnr of my experiences alnce I had
left college before he would take up
business matters with rue He told
me of the struggle he had bad In
"limbing from obscurity to bla present
responsible position, which waa not In
any sens' an unimportant one. Hla
road waa a feeder or tap line for one
of the bin trana continental ayatema,
and hla post put him In direct line for
promotion Into tbe service of tbe lat-

ter
He waa as frank and engaging and

devoted to bla work as when be bad
been an awkward, baahful college boy,
looked down upon, ahtinned and de
pined by bla claaaniates because ct

bla poor circumstances and bli lack of
time to be wbat they considered a
good fellow. He had fought his way
upward agalnal the greatest dlflscul;
Uaw, and I marveled at bis ability to
cope with the adverse condition! tbbt
I knew bad confronted him In his bat
tie. Since tben I have come to know
that It ! only by lighting that s man
can develop' tbe beat that is In blm
and that the more obstacles bo encoun-
ters god overcomes (he better man he
makes In the end.

After talking over old times for t
fcjjoe ' " duaru ... tMisiuejM, ami I

soon fathered a thorough knowledge
or tbl altustloB. Tbe trainmen bad
cone si red that they were being

treated and bad made certain
zo-- j plalnta, coupled witb certain de

after blm. aa I fancied that be Intend
ed Intercepting Majora on lb" way to
hla rooms Nor was I wrong. Halll
day cut through alleys and unfrequen-- .

ed streeia until he came out upon the
main thoroughfare where the railroad
office were located and lean than a
nlock distant from them. He took up
a position In the mouth of a dark
alley behind a telegraph pole arid I

waa now convinced that he meant
harm to my friend

The atreote were deserted It waa
about midnight and people In amall
towns retire early Before long 1

could bear footsteps approaching and
I readily recognized the athletic tread
of Majors I slipped up behind Halll
day with great caution, so tbst I might
pinion bis arms If be attempted to fire
the big revolver that I now delected In
bis band Majors had almost reached
the moutb of tbe slley when I saw
Hallldar'a hand being slowly raised I

knew It would he dangerous to wait
longer no I sprang upon him from be-

hind and claaped him In a bug that
made bis riot pop like a pack of

He was taken to completely by sur-

prise thst he wss at my mercy, and
although be struggled like a demon. 1

disarmed blm and handcuffed blm In a
very abort space of time. Just as I

accomplished this. Majors came rush
ing up Tbe moutb of tbe alley was
In complete darkness bu' out on the
street there waa a faint light from the
arc light at the corner. I called to
Majors so that he might know of my
presence At this, be stopped etoek
atlll and pMW Into the gloom ol the
alleyway.

"Grca' Heavens. Dickson." he ejac-

ulated. ' what are you doing In tbeTe"
I blurted out a few words of expla

na'lon. and Majora waa In 'he the act
of siepp.ng Into tbe darkness to Join
me when there was a loud report and
I saw him stagger and pitch forward
on hla fare. He fell half In 'be light
and half In the gloom of tbe alley's
mouth

I rar. forward and gathered him In'o
my arms lifting bis fsce out Into the
light of tbe atreet. I saw that be was
fatally wounded, tbe clammy sweat of
dea'b being unor bla brow Halllday
had not tried to escape but had run
forward with me. and as I looked up
at bis from the face of my prostrate
friend I saw that be waa almost as
white as a corpse A moment before
he bad been Intent upon taking tbe
life of my friend, but now the enormity
of his contemplated act wsa full upon
blm and be trembled like s leaf In a
gale

"My God." be moaned. 1 might
have been his murderer! Thank Qod

j I am not!"
Tbe seal of death was upon tbe

j blanched face of my friend, bis breath
came in long, rasping gasps, and Ms
eyes were rapidly setting In that
glass; stare which comes but once In
tbe life of a human being. He looked
up at me. an expression of content
ment upon hla marbled features, and
made an effort to speak.

I beat my ear close to hit Una.

"Old man," he breathed, so low that
I could scarcely hear blm. "you don't
know wbat your friendship has been
to aue these last few days I have
never bad asy other wbom I consld
ered my friend. I knew this was com-

ing. There was no way to escape It
and I am glad your hands will be tbe
ones to close my eyes."

He paased a moment for breath
Tbe candle of bit life wss burning sow

and I knew that the tiny flame could
not last for long. I saw that be waa
making a desperate effort to live until
be could tell me something, for a look
of bis old time determination came
Into bla face and be half-lifte- himself
upon bla elbows. I knew enough af

WtWhave the guilty run down and
If It takes s thousand years I

have nothing farther to aay to you."
Halllday. the agitator, glared dan

geroualy t Majors during tbe Inter-
view, and aa he aulklly alunk out of
tbe room I overheard blm MMtUag
threats against my friend to one of bis
companions

Tbe climax of the atrlke came the
following day when one of the trains
was derailed and the fireman and en-

gineer, who were atrlke breakers, were
killed. Majors went in pernor, to the
acene of the wreck to Investigate. It
didn't take a prolonged examination
to determine tbst tbe wreck was tbe
reault of direct and premeditated de-

sign Tbla aroused every drop of
fighting blood In my friend, and be set
about tracking down the guilty per-

sona with tbe utmost vigor. He em-

ployed the beat detective talent ob-

tainable, and It waa not many days be-

fore two of the strikers, tools of Halll-

day, had been arreated and there was
every chance that both of them would
hang for the Job. Suspicion pointed
strongly towarda Halllday as the Insti-

gator of the plot, but we were satis-fle-

that he had not bad any direct
part In carrying it out He was too
wlae for that, but Majora gathered evi-

dence against him that promised to
put blm In tbe same beat with his

that be bad aaaumed lately. It
Katurda) nlgbt and. as the road did
not operate a Sunday train. Majors
could afford to take tbe night off and
enjoy tbe rent be needed no badly. I

think he appreciated thin, for be ac-

cepted my Invitation with alacrity.
He came In late, and I saw at once

that aoraethlng waa preying upon bis
mind I wax far from guessing tbe
real nsture of hla trouble for I at-

tributed It to tbe atrlke. We made a
sorry endeavor to renew our old col
lege gayety, bat H wouldn't work.
Majors was abstracted and let me do
most of tbe talking I told blm what
I knew of the old boys, and recalled
many amusing Inddenta of our school
life, but I could not rouse him from
the fit of despondence Into which be
was sunk. And through It all. Majors
ast with a far away look on blx fane,
and I saw that bs waa not following
my rambling talk, for once or twice
when I pauaed for him to answer some
question, he waa so deeply Involved In
his own glowiu thoughts that be didn't
know I had stopped speaking.

Nevertheless, I am convinced that
he enjoyed the evening, poor fellow,

for towards the end of It he rallied s
bit, and we had lively hair hour of
It before be bad to take bis departure,
i wanted to walk with him to his
rooms, which were over bla office, but

he would not permit me to accompany

road. It waa a silver MbM, and that
j metal waa quoted at a good figure Just

tlMf OMMaMMMMtf, he chafed at the
forcd Inactivity of hla mine and fa

J ! I. . .. I . . . . -- 1voietj K'auLiua l" c.'il.eaBiuiia uiuhi
by the men. Hut Majors waa as firm
ai a rock, bis position once taken, and
he fought the president hlmaelf with
the name dogged determination he had
dlaplayed towarda tbe men.

Majora waa the key to the situation,
tbe stumbling block to both Interests,
and ugly threats were made against
him by tbe strikers He had suci ced-
ed In oj "rating the line after a
faauiuu, although schedules were dis-

arranged and the service waa general-
ly demoralized. It waa only bla force-
ful personality that had accomplished
even tbia, and as soon aa I made even
a cursory examination of cundltlona I
saw that my friend held a dangerous
sa well as a difficult poaitlon.

Tbe day after my arrival I was pres-

ent when be received s delegation of
the strikers, and I waa more than ever
Impressed with bla Indomitable will by
tbls Interview. There were four of the
strikers beaded by a man named Hal-
llday, tbe walking delegate to wbom I

have referred. He was pompous, over-
lies ring, pudgy, tuiecrupuious. and a
man of most malignant countenance,
lie was the speaker for tbe strikers,
and I thought that I detected some-
thing more angeroui than ardor for

j I


